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Verse 15 – 16a

The trappers – the Pharisees and
                   Herodians



In Jesus’ world and our world, we are living 
in a world of traps



Satan is a murderer and a liar, he hates mankind!



Beware of the world’s philosophy traps



Beware of the “love” trap – there are things that 
Jesus does not love!



Verse 16b - 17

The trappers set a trap



Beware of the flattery trap!



Satan is an expert at trapping people!

His goal:  Your demise!!



There is always some real cheese in a rat trap!



These trappers are learning no one can trap God!!



Verse 18 - 19

Jesus calls out the trappers



Jesus sees through the charade, 
        “you hypocrites”

The masquerade trap – things are not as 
they seem!





Verse 20 - 22

Jesus’ tactics in the trap



Jesus’ tactic:  Ask a question

Greg Koukl, in his book “Tactics”, gives us three 
tactics to use in a dispute for the truth – ASK

1) What do you mean by that?
     (Puts the emphasis back on the other person)

2) How did you come to that conclusion?
     (Makes the person think about their statement)

3) Have you ever considered?
     (Your chance to give them a Biblical view)



The Pharisees and Herodians are blown 
away by Jesus’ response

“ . . . . . they marveled, and left Him 
and went their way”

Love Him or hate Him , our world cannot 
help but admire Jesus!



CLOSING THOUGHTS:

The world citizen trap:

  Go along to get along; don’t make waves

In a sense, we are dual citizens:  

  Live, work, vote, and die here, but we do not 
 belong here

We are temporary citizens here on visa; our real 
citizenship is not here, it is with God!

  We look forward to our real eternal home!







God has established governments and 
Christians are to be good citizens

BUT . . . . 
       If the governments are against the 

      precepts of God, we cannot obey 

“We ought to obey God rather than man”
Acts 5: 29



Beware of the “ignore God” trap

Romans 13: 1 gives clear instructions for our dual 
citizenship:  “Let every person be subject to the 
                governing authorities”

1 Peter 2: 13 - “Be subject for the Lord’s sake to 
             every human institution”

Subject = “hupotasso” = to place in an orderly 
     fashion under something, under a superior

Believers are to submit to government unless told by 
that government to disobey God



What did Jesus advocate for His followers?

     Speak the truth in the culture!

We are to be ambassadors of Christ 
2 Corinthians 5: 20

We are living in a changing America!

If the people are corrupt, the republic will be 
corrupt and not stand!



Beware of the government god trap:

   Give you everything, own nothing 
  and be happy (Communism 101)

What America is experiencing today is 
termed “soft totalitarianism”

People run from totalitarian regimes





Christians today are living in a world that is 
transitioning to totalitarianism, antichrist system



How to avoid the Christian passivity trap:

1) Live filled with the Holy Spirit
     (toe in Christianity will not help you)

2) Speak out in the public domain with the
     truth!  One word of truth counters a
     world of lies!

3)  VOTE!!  While we are free, do not sit on the
     sidelines

4)  Stay connected, support one another!



Many Christians today want to take up 
arms – is this what Jesus advocated?
               NO!!

Many want to sit back and do nothing – is 
this what Jesus advocated?
           NO!!

Many want peace at all costs, peace at the 
cost of truth – is this what Jesus advocated?
           NO!!



This is a battle of worldviews – 
              Secular vs Biblical

While we are still free, 
      engage with the truth!





The trap is to give up!
              DON’T!!



While here as dual citizens, I will represent  
my Lord!

May this be our battle cry:

I WILL TRUST IN THE LORD UNTIL I DIE!

There is a new world coming!



In the meantime . . . . . .

   BEWARE OF THE TRAPS!

       THEY CATCH MEN!!





In Jesus’ world and our world, we are living 
in a world of traps


