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Verse 1 - 3

Salvation has always been by faith -
i.e., Abraham’s faith







Abraham was not justified by works, but by faith; faith
in what God revealed to him (verse 3)

“Abraham believed God, and it was accounted
to him for righteousness.”

Did Abraham know anything about Jesus, the cross, the
resurrection, the Scriptures, the first Gospel?

NO!




What did Abraham know?
What God told him - Acts 7: 2-3

What must a person do to be saved?

This is the same in every age - believe God
and take Him at His Word (Dr. Constable)

What must a person believe to be saved?

This has not been the same in every age
because God has not revealed the same
truth to every genemtion (Dr. Constable)

SETTLED: Salvation is by faith, believing - not by works!




Verse 4 -5

The way of works vs The way of faith




Verse 4 is all about work and wages,
“You owe me, God” attitude - producing
arrogance, pride and hubris

Verse 5 is all about believing and faith, the unearned,

unmerited favor of God - producing humility







Satan would like you to believe in “dualism” = equal
good and equal bad

Believing there is a battle between God and Satan as
equal competitors is WRONG!







Verse 6 - 8

How does God impute righteousness?
Faith, not works!




Abraham was pre-Mosaic Law, yet he was saved by
grace, faith, not works!

David was post-Mosaic Law, yet was saved by grace,
faith, not works!

David quotes Psalm 32: 1-2, written after his affair with
Bathsheba and his murder of Uriah, her husband

David was a guilty adulterer and murderer - David
realizes what God’s grace means

You can almost feel the passion and relief in David’s
words - “Blessedness of the man to whom God imputes
righteousness apart from works.” (verse 6)




There are 2 things going on here that we must appreciate:

It is one thing to have God’s righteousness credited to
us; God’s grace (unmerited favor)

It is another thing to have our sin not credited to us;
God’s mercy (not getting what we deserve)

Both are huge, both are needed, both are abundantly

appreciated!

Another interesting thought:

God does keep a record of our works, so we can be
rewarded when Jesus comes for us

God does not keep a record of our sins - that is great
news!




CLOSING THOUGHTS:

God has graced us and mercied us over and over in
our lives!

| must be one who gives grace and mercy to those who
have wronged and mistreated me

When we do the impossible, forgive those who have
hurt us and give them grace and mercy, we are

walking in concert with out Savior, as a grace and
mercy giver!




We are made in the image of God; we are to look and
act like our God!

Being in the imago Dei, the image of God, is a huge
deal!

This shapes everything that | say and do, I am an
image bearer of God to a fallen world!




CONSEQUENCES OF BEING MADE IN
IMAGE OF GOD

. The image of God is ffirmed for all persons—male and female
alike (Gen. 1:27), and, by extension, for every ethnicify (cf, Acts
17:26),

. While distinct genders, both male and female are equal as
persons and equal in value.

. Even after the fall (see Genesis 3), ll people sill possess the
image and likeness of God, This is affirmed in Genesis 5:1-3 for
all the offspring of Adam and Eve.




Some view the image of God as attributes humanity
has that are like God:

Creative, communicative, morally responsible,
intelligent, relational, spiritual, and free

The image of God may imply more than simply

attributes, it may imply status

Our status was to rule and to govern the earth -
Genesis 1: 26b







Today, fallen humanity still bears the image of God,
tainted for sure - James 3: 9

When God saves an individual, He begins to restore the
original image of God - Ephesians 4: 24

You must know that this earth age is ending; Messiah’s
kingdom is on the near horizon

In Messiah’s kingdom, you will be taken back to Genesis,
so to speak

You will then be in the image of God, the image of
Messiah, glorified and perfect!

You will be given ruling authority, dominion that was
relinquished at the fall




Our future is bright and exciting -
the Messianic Kingdom awaits you!

Are you ready for the ride of your life?
GET READY!

We can almost hear the
FOOTSTEPS OF THE MESSIAH!

HE IS COMING, CHURCH!
WATCH AND BE READY!










